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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirty-first 
day of March, in the year of our Lord two thousand eleven, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
thirty-fifth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8647 of April 1, 2011 

World Autism Awareness Day, 2011 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
With autism spectrum disorders (ASDs) affecting nearly one percent of 
children in the United States, autism is an urgent public health issue 
with a profound impact on millions of Americans. World Autism 
Awareness Day is an opportunity to recognize the contributions of in-
dividuals with ASDs and rededicate ourselves to the cause of under-
standing and responding to autism. 

Men and women on the autism spectrum have thrived and excelled in 
communities across America and around the world. Yet, despite great 
progress in understanding ASDs, challenges remain for these individ-
uals and their loved ones. For too long, the needs of people living with 
autism and their families have gone without adequate support and un-
derstanding. While we continue to encourage the development of re-
sources for children on the autism spectrum and provide necessary re-
sources for their families, we must also remember that young people 
with ASDs become adults with ASDs who deserve our support, our re-
spect, and the opportunity to realize their highest aspirations. 

As our understanding of the autism spectrum grows, my Administra-
tion remains dedicated to supporting children and adults impacted by 
autism. Led by the Department of Health and Human Services, we have 
expanded investments in autism research, public health tracking, early 
detection, and services—from early intervention for children to im-
proved long-term services and support programs for adults. My Admin-
istration maintains a firm commitment to advance autism research and 
treatment, as well as promote education, employment, and equality for 
all individuals with autism, from early childhood through employment 
and community life. We will continue to work with the Congress, ex-
perts, and families to improve Federal and State programs that assist 
individuals with ASDs and their families and to bolster the impact and 
reach of community support and services. I encourage all Americans 
to visit www.HHS.gov/autism for more information and resources on 
ASDs. 

With each breakthrough in research and each innovative treatment, we 
open endless possibilities for the many American families who have 
been touched by autism. As we mark World Autism Awareness Day, 
let us recommit to improving the lives of individuals and families im-
pacted by ASDs and creating a world free from discrimination where 
all can achieve their fullest potential. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
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125 STAT. 1991 PROCLAMATION 8648—APR. 6, 2011 

stitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 
2 of each year as World Autism Awareness Day. I call upon the people 
of the United States to learn more about autism and what they can do 
to support individuals on the autism spectrum and their families. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this first day 
of April, in the year of our Lord two thousand eleven, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty- 
fifth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8648 of April 6, 2011 

National D.A.R.E. Day, 2011 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

As a Nation, we must work to raise a drug-free and healthy generation 
of 21st-century leaders. Substance abuse and its consequences have 
grave impacts on our society—destroying lives, tearing apart families, 
and introducing drug-related violence to our neighborhoods. Young 
Americans especially need the help and support of caring adults to re-
sist pressure to use drugs or engage in other harmful activities. 

We must address the use of illegal drugs, tobacco, and alcohol, as well 
as prescription drug abuse, among youth by building knowledge of the 
warning signs and risks associated with substance abuse. Though par-
ents must take the lead in teaching the value of drug-free living, 
friends, mentors, teachers, and neighbors also have roles to play in 
helping adolescents understand the dangers of alcohol and drug addic-
tion. By joining together to tackle this issue and encourage positive be-
havior, communities can help young people reject the pressure to try 
illicit substances or engage in other hazardous activity. I encourage stu-
dents, caregivers, and other concerned individuals to visit 
www.DrugAbuse.gov for educational materials on the health effects 
and consequences of drug abuse and addiction. 

Law enforcement is often a critical partner in implementing commu-
nity-based drug abuse prevention strategies. The Drug Abuse Resist-
ance Education (D.A.R.E.) program, in addition to many other preven-
tion efforts across our country, serves as a resource in helping educate 
young people on how to resist peer pressure and refrain from drug use 
and violence. 

My Administration is committed to reducing drug use and its con-
sequences through a balanced approach that includes prevention, treat-
ment, and law enforcement, and we are supporting national efforts to 
prevent drug use before it starts. As we work to reduce substance abuse 
and the great damage it causes in our communities, we will make our 
country stronger and our people healthier and safer. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 
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